AGS Contaminated Land Working Group Report
The aim of the WG is to provide 
· An authoritative voice on issues of land contamination

· A forum for exchange of information and experience 

· An influence for the development of good regulation 

· A promoter of good practice and high professional standards 

· A specialist understanding of the interaction between geotechnical and environmental matters in the assessment of land. 

The WG holds four group meetings each year which are regularly attended by the Environment Agency, NHBC and Local Authorities. Presentations were given by 
SAGTA, CL:AIRE, CIRIA in the last year. 

AGS CLWG  has many links with government  including CLG / DEFRA National Brownfield Forum, HPA Contaminated Land Risk Assessment Forum and the
Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee of the Environmental KTN 

Consultations
DEFRA- Environmental Permitting Guidance for Water Discharge Activities

DEFRA- Guidance on the Legal Definition of Waste and its Application:
CL:AIRE- Revised Industry Code of Practice for the Definition of Waste
DEFRA- Stage Two: Consultation on the transposition of the revised Waste Framework Directive (Directive 2008/98/EC) in England and Wales: 

DEFRA- Revision of Part 2a Statutory Guidance 

BSI- BS 10175: Investigation of Contaminated Land
UKWIR

In 2008 The AGS drafted a Position Paper on WRAS/UKWIR guidance document ‘The Selection of Water Supply Pipes to be used in Brownfield Sites’. In 2009 AGS lobbied UKWIR to offer assistance on the production of peer-reviewed industry guidance however the assistance was declined. In 2010 new UKWIR guidance was produced without any apparent consultation. New UKWIR guidance was produced in 2011 however it was widely criticised and rejected. It has since been suggested that a new CIRIA guidance project with possible AGS input focussing on plastics in the ground could take place in 2012.
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